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Mastering Complex Pattern Roll Goods
Ballroom projects demand precision. From freight margins to pattern drops, this one-pager 

highlights tips and tricks for tackling ballroom carpet installations using MeasureSquare 8.

ADVANCED FEATURES IN ACTION

MeasureSquare 8 handles products and patterns more intuitively, helping reduce redundant 

entries and streamline the estimating process.

Field-Cut Configuration

The software was set to full roll length because ballroom carpet is always field-cut. Unlike 

smaller commercial jobs that might run through cutting machines, ballroom installations 

require on-site cutting after acclimation for dimensional precision.

Pattern Drop Handling

For projects with pattern drops (where patterns shift in alternating rows), the Divider Tool 

allows precise manual positioning. The software recognizes that not all drops are equal and 

provides tools to simulate the actual installed appearance.

Visual Rendering Intelligence

While the software's visual display shows patterns gradually shifting with each seam, this is 

purely a rendering limitation. The actual quantities and cuts account for full pattern repeats 

in each shot—exactly how it works in real installation.

TIPS & TRICKS

Freight Damage Prevention

Always assume roll ends will be damaged in shipping. Pattern distortion or backing damage 

makes seaming impossible, forcing installers to cut off damaged sections. Plan accordingly 



with adequate width margins.

Pattern Visualization Pro Tip

Upload a product photo and position it within the room layout. This gives you and your 

customer a precise preview of the finished installation, eliminating surprises and building 

confidence.

Multiple Ballroom Strategy

When handling multiple ballrooms with identical product, use the "by tab" roll cut option. This 

keeps material from the same dye lot together, ensuring color consistency across spaces.

Divider Tool Mastery

For complex pattern drops, place dividers exactly where seams will occur. Precision matters

—even small errors create product slivers that skew your quantities and create installation 

headaches.

COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID

Under-Margining for Freight Damage
Two inches might seem adequate, but experienced installers know that 6 inches is realistic 
for ballroom projects. Factor in that damage often affects 3 inches per side.

Ignoring Pattern Alignment
The visual rendering may show patterns drifting, but remember: each roll delivers a complete 
pattern repeat. Don't second-guess the quantities based on visual appearance alone.

Pre-Cutting Large Patterns
Resist the urge to pre-cut ballroom carpet. Field dimensions never match plans exactly, and 
pre-cut errors are expensive to fix.

30% SEAMLESS PATTERN CONTROL

HIGH
ACCURACY

Pattern drops and misalignment can derail an installation,
but MeasureSquare 8 helps keep layouts accurate.
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